Perinatally transmitted neonatal bacterial infections.
Perinatally acquired bacterial infections remain a major contributor to morbidity and mortality in newborn infants, especially those delivered prematurely. Our understanding of the epidemiology, bacteriology, and pathogenesis of these infections has allowed development of better treatment and prevention strategies. Just as the bacteriology of perinatally acquired bacterial infections has changed over the past few decades, however, it is likely to continue to evolve. Whether widespread use of intrapartum antibiotics will alter the bacteriology and antibiotic resistance patterns seen in early-onset neonatal bacterial infections requires ongoing surveillance.